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Extracts from the First Annual Report of the Board 
of Inspectors of the Sunday School Association of the 
City of Troy; read in the Presbyterian Church 
that City, on Sunday, Juty 13, 1814. 


Ir had long beena subject of deep regret previous- 
ly to the establishment of these Schools, that our 
streets on the Lord’s day were often filled with idle 
children and thoughtless adults. It was no uncom- 
mon thing to witness the profanation of that sacred 
and hallowed day by companies of noisy wandering 
boys, who attended no place of worship, and viewed 
itasamere holiday. The people of colour had also 
hecome a subject of much concern. Their condition 
was peculiarly calculated to excite commiseration : 
most of therm had been originally slaves; prejudice 
had excluded them from our ordinary schools, and 
extreme wnorance was the condition of far the great- 
er portion of them: as if it was not enough to hold 
them in bondage, to make them ‘“ hewers of wood 
and drawers of water,’”’ by a most refined cruelty 
their very souls were enchained in the deepest igno- 
rance. In reflecting on their situation, every sensi- 
bility of our nature as men and Christians was awa- 
kened. To behold in the midst of an enlightened 
people, professing a religion speaking peace and good 
will to all mankind. a numerous class in a state of 
heathenism, by our inattention and utter neglect of 
them, cast a severe reproach on our Christian pro- 
‘ession. Their icnorance was our fault—they were 
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treated as an inferiorrace of beings; and the debase- 
ment of their souls through our entire disregard of 
them, will long, very long, leave a reproach upon the § 
character of this nation, even greater than that which 
lies upon it for tolerating slavery. Such reflections 
on the condition 0 is friendless class of our fellow 
creatures, furnishe. the most powerful motives to7 
Christians to attempt to meliorate it. : 

As soon as correct information respecting the Sun- 
day School system was obtained, it was believed that 
the introduction of it into this city would prove high- 
ly beneficial. About a year since four schools were 
opened, three for whites and one for people of colour. 
As soon as the organization of the association was 
known, a number of pious young ladies and gentle- 
men tendered their services as teachers, and the 
schools were all supplied with very little difficulty. 

In the course of the year more than five hundred 
children and one hundred and sixty coloured people 
have been entered in the schools. Between fifty and 
sixty teachers are usually employed in conducting 
the schools, and four managers on the average have 
been assigned to each school. The schools are uni- 
formly opened and closed with prayer, and a hymnis 
sung at least once a day. Although reading and 
spelling form part of the exercises of these schools, it 
is entirely subordinate to the great, leading, and pro 
minent object, which is, the giving of religious in- 
struction. Much is done in this way by familiar and 
personal conversation between the pious teacher 
and the scholars. 

School No. One. One year has now elapsed since 
Sunday Schools were first opened in this city ; during 
this period upwards of 300 children have in this school 
been instructed in reading, spelling, and the great 
fundamental doctrines of our holy religion. The 
school now consists of one hundred and twenty-nine 
scholars, who most of them regularly attend twice 
every sabbath, and are here instructed by fifteem 
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teachers, under the superintendence of four mane- 
ers. 

Many of these children, we have reason to believe, 
never before enjoyed the privilege of attending any 
school, and were equally ignorant of letters and the 
first principles of religion. Had not the managers 
had personal demonstration of the melancholy fact, 
they never could have believed, that in a Christian 
country, where religious instruction is so much with- 
in the reach of every class of the community as in 
this city, children should be found so deplorably des- 
titute of all just ideas of God, their moral responsibi- 
lity, and the way of life, as they have found many who 
have attended this school. Children of both sexes, 
ten, twelve, and even thirteen years of age, have on 
examination appeared as ignorant of God and their 
Redeemer, as if educated among the rudest heathen 
tribes, where the light of revelation and science ne- 
ver penetrated. Objects of this description were 
well calculated to excite and have commanded the 
most active exertions of Christian benevolence. The 
teachers of the school have by their assiduous and 
benevolent exertions to instruct their pupils, gained 
the confidence and affection of the children, and me- 
rited the most unqualified approbation of the mana- 
gers. 

Were it not invidious to select individual merit, 
where almost all are deserving, they could point out | 
those who, when they entered this school, were 

scarcely acquainted with the alphabet, and have not 
generally attended any other school, that can pow 
, read the scriptures with a good degree of facility and 
correctness. Others who have distinguished them- 
| eelves by recitations of hymns and lessons in the 
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scriptures, committed to memory during the week, 
which have even exceeded the wishes of the mana- 
gers. Scarcely any individual whocan read even in 
spellings, comes to school without a lesson to recite 
which evinces their industry and equal desire to ex- 








184 





cel. “And we would point out individuals who during 
the week have treasured up in their memories ihree, 
four, or five hundred verses of the most interesting 


and important parts of the sacred scriptures. The 
average recitations of the lessons committed to me- 


mory by the school collectively, have for some time © 
past amounted weekly to nearly or quite two thou- ~ 
sand verses of the scriptures, between eighty anda | 
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hundred hymns and psalms, and from three to four | 


hundred answers from the catechisms. But in no- 
thing has the school been more distinguished of late, 


than in their highly mteresting and constantly in- | 
creasing attention to moral and religious instruction, © 


their orderly and attentive deportment in school, and 


a mutual and growing attachment between the teach- | 


érs and pupils. 
On the whole, the managers of Sunday School No. 


One have abundant cause of thankfulness to the God of | 


all grace, for the flourishing situation of the school 
under their care. 

School No. Two, kept in Third-street, is composed 
of children residing in the second and third wards. 
The report from the managers of that school states, 
that it was opened m the month of July, 1816; its 
numbers at the commencement were respectable, and 
continued for one quarter to increase. The exer- 
cises of the school were commenced and closed by 
prayer, pursuant to ‘he constitution; the pupils read 
and recited such parts of scripture, hymns, psalms, 
and catechism, as they had cormmitted: there were 


occasional public religious addresses, and much pri- | 


vate instruction by the managers. 

The recitations of what the whole school have com- 
mitted during each week of the present quarter has 
amounted to from one to two thousand verses of scrip- 
ture and hymns, but priecipally scripture, besides the 
Lord’s Prayer, Creed Catechism, &c. &c. 

Among the number of those who have distinguished 
themselves for their recitations are, one girl who at 
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-e recited 480 verses of scripture; another 208; an- 
ther 224; another 150; ancther 120; another 100. 
ine boy 577, and another 100; beside a very conside- 

able number who recite from 25 to 75 verses. 
Fr m Uie commencement of the school to the begin- 
of ,- € prese nt qouarte r, {here had been re ceive d in- 
gh school 176 scholars; but by removal, inattention 
ts, aud other causes, their numbers were re- 
close of the former quarter to about 40. 
exertions already mentioned, 76 of the for- 
mer pu ls | have returned to the school, and 62 new ones 


rte read. t hi king the prest nt number now on our hooks 


rae. of wh ch there is a ste ady atiendance of from 90 

119, heey the num! er constantly increasing. 

. Three. It appears trom the Report of 
icers of this school, thatit commenced the first 
{ucust last with 58 scholars and nine teach- 
the end of the first quarter the number of 
revsed to 142, 
mmenacement of the second quarter the num- 
was 148, and thcy increased during the 
quarie Go. 
The third quarter was commenced with 185 scho- 
larsonthe recetving book—and the improvement of 
the children appears from the managers’ report to have 
een very creat. 
On Sunday the second day of March, 1545 verses of 
ript re and 112 hymns were recited. On the 9th of 
Ma rch 2335 verses of sc riptu ire and 59 hymns were re- 
peated, chiefly by the girls. On the 20th of April, 4429 
verses of scripture and 229 hymns were repeated. ‘The 
number of s« hi tars whose naines have been entered on 
the books of this school amount at the present tune to 
207, and the usual number present is €0 or 90. 

‘the School No, Four, for coloured people, was 
opened in two or three weeks after the first white 
school. ‘This delay was for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether the coloured people had any inclination to be 
instructed. Their importunities to have the school 
opened were very urgent, ond ahout 90 attended the 
first dny. The whole number entered up to the pre- 
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sent time 1s 160; of whom 105 are females. ‘The num. 
ber belonging to the school at present is about 100, 
about 40 of whom usually attend the morning school, 
and 70 the afternoon. This school is composed of per 
sons of all ages, between 5 and 60, and one or two per- 
haps exceeding that age; such is the ignorance in 
which many of these people are brought up, that the 
ages of a number could only be conjectured. It is sa- 
tisfactorily ascertained, however, that 22 of those who 
have entered the school were upwards of 30 years of 
age, 7 upwards of 40 years, and 5 over 50. Not more 
than a sixth part of these were able to read at the time 
of their admission; far the greater part were unac- | 
quainted with the simplest elements of learning, and 
most of them were lamentably destitute of the know- 
ledge of their moral and religious duties. 

The duties which devolved on the teachers in this 
school have been very arduvus. ‘The situation in jife of 
this class of people prevents their application to study 
except on the Lord’s day. About tifteen teachers on 
an average aod four managers bave tound fuil and ar- 
dyous employment in discharging their dutics in this 
school, Mast of the coloured people who have attend- 
ed school have expressed an earnest desire to learn to 
read; more unremitted attention than most of them 
give to their studies during school hours could not be 
exercised—and the progress which they have made sur- 
passes expectrtion. ‘The greater part of those who 
have punctually attended the school have learned to 
spell and read ; many of them read the Bible with case, 
When the want ot leisure, and the hard services of most 
of these people are considered, their progress in learn- 
ing, by spendiog only a portion of one day in the week, 
will be thought considerable. A number of the scho- 
lars, but principally females, have exhibited powers of 
memory and readiness of committing not often exceed- 
ed. Gue ser,ant giv] of about 21 years of age commit- 
ted to memary and repeated with great accuracy about 
200 verses of scripture every sabbath for many weeks 
together ; three others of about 18 years ofage commonly 
committed about 100 verses in a week, and a number 
have usualy recited trom 20 to 30 verses a week. 
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Not only have the mamners and morals and general 
behaviour of the people who attend the school been vi- 
sibly improved, but there is satisfactury reason to be- 
lieve that the school has proved the means, under God, 
of turning some from sin to holiness, and from the love 
of the world to the fear of the Lord. 

The fidelity and punctuality of the teachers of this 
school throughout the year has been such as to com- 
mand the admiration of the managers. Though a large 
proportion of them are females, it has been rare to sec 
one absent even in the most inclement days of winter. 


[In the remaining part of the Report some account is 
given of the origin of Sabbath Schools in England and 
in this country :—parents, guardians, and masters are 
reminded of the importance of a punctual and regular 
attendance of the children and scholars under their 
charge:—an affectionate tribute of grateful respect is 
rendered to the teachers; and the Report closes with 
an interesting extract from Mr. James’ Address to Sun- 
day School Teachers. 

We regret that our limits will not permit us to give 


more copious extracts. ] 
ed ’ 


Annual Report of the London Sunday School Union, 
Jor the year ending May 1st, 1817. 


[ As the Report contains much interesting and useful 
information respecting this system of instruction, not 
only in England, where it was first adopted and where it 
has been greatly blessed, but in other parts of the world. 
we presume that our readers will be gratified with co 
pious extracts. The results, to which particular 
attention is requested, must convince every candid 
mind that the institution of Sabbath Schools is to be- 
eome in the hands of God, a mighty engine in spread - 


ing abroad the knowledge of the Saviour.] 
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During the past year, which has been disiinguished | 
by severe distress through nearly the whole of this | 
kingdom, it affords your Committee peculiar pleasure | 
to report, that there has been no abatement of zeal © 
in promoting Sunday Schools; but that they have 
increasingly prospered, and have diffused their bene- 
fits to a much greater extent than at any former pe- | 
riod, both at home and abroad. | 

Your Committre will endeavour, with as much 
brevity as possible, to report to you the progress of 
Sunday Schools in foreign countries, and in your na- 
tive land. 

[ Here follows an account of the establishment of Sab- 
bath Schools in New-York, with extracts from the First 
Annual Report of the New- York Sunday Schoo] Union 
Society. | 

It is with peculiar pleasure that your Committee 
report the formation of two Sunday Schools in France. 


The following is the translation of a Letter very re- 
cently received from the Rev. Francis Martin, dated 
Bourdeauz, 8th April, 1817. 


You know that some time since, in company with 
my friend Mr. Allen, I made a long journey into the 
different states of Europe, from which tour I returned 
home. 

Since that time I have been engaged in making 
known to my friends the nature and objects of the 
various charitable and religious institutions which I 
had seen in England and elsewhere; and I must ac- 
knowledge their influence, as proved by the lively 
desire of seeing similar establishments produce the 
same happy effects in our dear native country. 

Feeling confident, that in yeur country, Sunday 
Schools in the hands of providence, have been the 
first and most efficacious means of exciting religious 
zeal, and also that from them have arisen the Bible 
Society,—the Tract Society,—the British and Foreign 
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") School Society, &c. &c. I, in consequence, resolved 
to commence upon the same plan that has been pur- 
sued in England, and after surmounting some diffitul- 
ties, have established in the Protestant Church in this 
place two Sunday Schools, in which 200 boys and girls, 
nearly all of the poorest class of society, and formerly 
without the means, are now receiving religious in- 
struction. 

We have divided our schools into 8 classes, which 
are directed by 20 ladies and gentlemen, many of 
whom are persons of the first respectability. 

[ have had a spelling book printed for the higher 
classes, and reading cards for the lower classes. In 
our 8th class, the Bible is read, and in our 7th, the 
Testament. 

In this undertaking, I have received very conside- 
| rable assistance from my kind and dear friends, the 
Reverend Messieurs Marche, Slories, and Jacquiers, 
three young ministers of the Lord, who, with me, 
are devoted to the study of Protestant Theology, at 
Montaban. 

My dear father, who is pastor and president of the 
consistory of the Church of Bourdeaux, is enchanted 
with the Sunday School children, and he encourages 
us with a truly apostolical zeal. 

The Lord is with us, and continues to bless the work 
of our hands. 

I shall pass by Montaban, Toulouse, and Montpe- 
lier, where I shall make it a point to speak of the 
happy effects of Sunday Schools. 







































During the past year, your Committee have received 
intelligence of the establishment of Sunday Schools in 
some distant parts of the British dominions. A Society 
has been formed in New South Wales, called the *“* New 
South Wales Sunday School Institution,” by which, 
schools have been formed at Sydney, Panamatta, Con- 
cord, Castlereagh, and Richmond. 











190 


The following is an extract of a letter, dated Sydney, » 


New South Wales, March 21st, 1816. 


I have the pleasure to transmit for your information, ee 
and that of the Sunday School Union, the accompanying | © 


body of rules and regulations of a Sunday School Society 
lately formed here. Since its establishment, we have 
been enabled to form three distinct schools, and expect 
shortly to add to the number in the various settlements 
of the colony where schools are greatly wanted. And 
although we cannot boast of numbers as yet received 
into the schools, we hope to see the important work 
(rendered doubly so here,) finally succeed. 

His Excellency the Governor, having been previously 


waited upon by Mr. Rowland Hassall, and respectfully © 
solicited to give his sanction to the design: when His © 
Excellency was pleased most cordially to approve of © 


the object of the institution, and promised to give it his 
support. 

It may be proper to state, that until this institution 
was established, no Sunday School existed in this dis- 


tant part of the British dominions, notwithstanding the J 


very urgent necessity there is for such schools. But it 
is not easily conceived by the friends in the British me- 
tropolis, where the streams of divine knowledge run 
down almost every street, what are the difficulties and 
discouragements that necessarily lay in the way to such 
societies as Sunday Schools. Need I notice the want of 
pious teachers, in sufficient numbers, the general apathy 
and indifference of parents, to the best interest of their 
rising offspring? These things naturally arise out of the 
very formation of this colony, and which we know you 
cannot remedy. 

Could we present you with the state of children in 
Sydney, on the Sundays, at your Annual Jubilee, and 
point out to you the melancholy examples set them 
at home, together with the many snares that every 
where abound to entrap unwary youth, we are per- 
suaded you would not suffer our infant cause to languish 
for want of support. 

From the late arrival of a worthy clergyman of the 
establishment, who is going to Van Dieman’s Land, we 
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«t to be enabled to make a successful effort in be- 
ialf of the rising race there. Nor are we without hope 
of opening a correspondence with some of the South 
Sea Islands, where some of our friends are likely to be 
stationed in the Missionary work. And it is very pos- 
sible, that the day is on wing, when, from Sunday 
Schools bere, useful Missionaries will carry the glorious 
gospel to the benighted natives inhabiting the unnum- 
hered islands that lie throughout the great South Seas. 
And perhaps providence intends to honour Britain as 
the means of civilizing and introducing Christianity 
among the millions of Heathen that inhabit this part of 
the globe, by the formation of this colony, in so impor- 
tant a part of the Eastern Hemisphere as Port Jackson 
is allowed to be. 


Your Committee deeming this a very desirable open. 
ing for Sunday Schools, voted £15 to be expended in 
cuitable books, and they likewise procured other dona-~ 
tions of books from the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, the Tract Society, and the Sunday School Society, 
which are now on the passage to New South Wales. 

Your Committee have received a request from the 
Rev. T. Osgood, of Quebec, for a supply of Books, and 
they voted £5 for the purpose of assisting the Sunday 
Schools formed there; they have not yet received the 
particulars of the progress of Sunday Schools in Que- 
bec and Canada, but hope that they shall have some 
pleasing intelligence to communicate in their next Re- 
port. 

The Sunday School established at Ctylon is going on 
prosperously, and diffusing the blessings of religiouy 
education among the children of that island. 

Your Committee in reporting their home proceedings, 
beg to state that the Quarterly Meetings have been very 
fully attended, and that the following subjects have been 
considered : 

‘“* What are the best means of preventing Sunday 
Scholars from rambling on Sabbath evenings?” 

“* What is the best plan for conducting Sunday School 
Anniversaries ?” 

“ What parts of the plans of Dr. Bell and Mr. Lan- 






































































this Auxiliary Union, containing 483 Teachers and 
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aes are applicable to Sunday Schools and adupte.§ 
9 extend their usefulness °” oe 
‘By what means can Sunday School Teachers bes . 
promote the clothing and education of the most destitute I 
children, and co- operate with the plans of the Juveniji 
Benevolent Society 277 
Your Committee feel great pleasure in recording fly 
successful exertions of the London Auxiliaries. The] 
‘oHowing are extracts drom their Reports. 



















South London {late Southwark) Auxiliary Sunday 
School Union. 
The Southwark Auxiliary Sunday Schoo! Union has 
—— at its third anniversary, anc d the review of what| 
: have accomplished in that space, afferds little, very | 
little temptation to rest satisfied with the things ‘which 
are behind. 

Hoping therefore that the review of the past will hav 
the eflect of stimulating us to greater things, and tiings 
more worthy to be recorded, the Committee proceed § 

to report their proceedings during the past vear. 

At the Jast annual meeting, your Committee, speak- 
ing of new Schogis, expressed a measure of regret for 
their inability to open a School in Pedlar’s Acre: but 
they pledged themselves not to lose sight of the object. 
That pledge they now desire to redeem, and acquaint 
you that a School was opened on the eighth of Septe m- 
ber, when fifty-six children were admitted. The num 
ber soon increased so much, that it was found necessary 
to hire an extra room. 

Concerning i%e School for Chimney Sweepers also, 
we could do nothing more at the last annual meeting, 
than express a hope as to its success. We are glad that 
we have it now in our power to say that our hope lias 
heen realized. Since iis establishment in Kent stre vet, 
fifty-three boys have been admitted, about twenty have 
been clothed, and twenty-five remain in the School. 
‘They have three teachers who appear much attached to 
their work. 

There are 44 schools which have made returns to 
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3206 Children. It is supposed there may be about 2 

Schools from which no regular returns have becn re- 
"O ccived, containing about 200 Teachers, and 2000 Chil- 
+ Mame dren. 


>-tract from the Third Annual Report of the East 
London Auviliary Sunday Schoo! Union. 


Convinced that united efforts are essential to the rapid 
advancement of our good work, your committee have 
felt much pleasure in the reflection—that union has been 
a most delightful theme among christians of every de- 
nomination: the highest eulogies bave been bestowed 
upon it by those who have understood and consequently 
admired its tendency 

Let the person who would calculate the advantages 
© of Union, conceive the situation in which an army was 
placed when retreating before a superior and victorious 
enemy: stopped by a river, the officers cried out—** We 
are lost, here are boats, but before they can transport 
a smal! portion of the army, the enemy will arrive and 
destroy us.” Dismay began to spread through their 
ranks, until the Genera! exclaimed—* Unite the boats 
together, and march over the river ;”’ their fears were 
mstanily dissipated, they formed a bridge by uniting the 
boats, and passed over with ease and expedition. The 
situation of this army resembles the condition of num- 
bers of perishing children within our native land, upon 
whom ignorance and vice, those worst enemirs to the 
human race. are pressing with all their fore and threat- 
ening destruction and misery. Let us then more firmly 
unite our energies to afford them the means of delive- 
rance, before time in its rapid career shall have removed 
them from the benefit uf our exertions. 

Your Committee have the heartfelt satisfaction of 
reporting, that upwards of 3000 children have been ad- 
ded to the schools in this district since the formation of 
our union, and that there are now 10,877 children re- 
ceiving instruction under the care of 915 teachers ir 
this division of the n metropolis, and that in the soh««'s 
ior adults, exclasive of those in the city of London, ther: 
are 627 scholars, and 88 teachers. 

(To be continued.) 
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Extracts from the Seventh Report of the Sunde, 
School Society for Ireland, for the year ending the 
15th April, 1817. 


The Patroness of this Society is her Grace the Duchess 
of Dorset. The President is the Rt. Hon. and Rt. 
Rev. the Bishop of Kildare. The Guardians com- 
prise a large number of persons of the first rank and 
respectability in I: eland. 


The exviration of another year imposes on your Com- 
mittee the pleasing duty of reporting the progress of the 
Sunday School Society. The period during which they 
have had the direction of its affairs has been marked by 
much distress and difficulty, affecting every rank of so- 
ciety in the United Empire, and falling with peculiar 
weight on that class, whose instruction your Society has 
been established to promote. ‘The depression of trade 
and the diminution of employment have seriously af- 
fected the families of the labouring and manufacturing 
poor; the want of employment of the parents, by caus- 
ing either the removal of the family to other parts of 
the country, or, by causing a want of suitable clothing 
for the children, has deprived the schools of many pro- 
mising pupils. While it might have been apprehended 
that similar causes might have diminished the re- 
sources, and thus injured the funds of your Society, it is 
therefore with fervent gratitude that your Committee 
convey the pleasing information, that during the last 
year there has been a considerable addition to the num- 
ber of schools in connexion with your Society, and at 
no former period were its funds in a more prosperous 
state than they are at present. 

The last Report mentioned the formation of two As- 
sociations of Ladies at Bath, for the purpose of col- 
lecting contributions in aid of your funds. To these 
Ladies your Society owe much obligation, for the per- 
severance and zeal with which they have carried their 
benevolent plan into effect. From the Association of 
English Ladies contributions were received, amounting 
to £192. 14s. Od. British, and from the Association of 
frish Ladies, the sum of £25. British. To these disin- 
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terested and benevolent exertions, for winch your Com- 
mittee feel very thankful, they have to add the gratify. 
ing intelligence, that a donation of £400. British has 
been recently received from a Lady in Bath, by the 
hands of a most active and efficient Member of your 
Society. They are precluded from publishing her 
name , but their feeling of gratitude is not on that ac- 
count the Jess sincere, nor will their acknowledgments, 
thus communicated, be less acceptable to their liberal 
benefactress. 

[The Report gives an account of a large number oi 
contributions which we have not room to insert. Dif- 
ferent religious associations in Scotland had contributed 
£191. Of the last donation of Six Pounds, the fellow- 
ing circumstances are related.] 


Some young women in Paisley, who for several years 
had attended a Sunday Schoo] in that town, the ex- 
penses of which Institution they themselves defrayed, 
had read the Reports of your Society, and felt so deep 
an interest in the welfare of the young in Ireland, that 
they proposed to their teacher, that al] should contri- 
bute one penny each weekly; this their teacher de- 
clined, as it might be too much out of the scanty pif- 
tance which some of them earned ; they then solicited 
that a box might be placed in the school room, wherc 
any who were willing might put in whatever they pleas- 
ed. This was complied with, ai-d on opening the box 
the sum of Six Pounds was found in it, and transmitted to 
your Committee. Our correspondent states, “I never 
was in the school, but, from what I have learned, | be- 
lieve it is from feeling the blessing of religion on their 
own souls, that their hearts have been warmed with the 
fervent desire, that it may be more felt and enjoyed by 
the young in Ireland.” However interesting this anec- 
dote may be, your Committee have the pleasure of re- 
cording a similar event which occurred in one of the 
Sunday Schools connected with your Society. 

The active and friendly conductor of the Coal-Island 
and Drumray Sunday School had affixed to the wall of 
nts schoo]-room 4 box, for the purpose of receiving sma!! 
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contributions for your Society; anda short time befor, 
Christmas, he gave notice that he would on Christmas 
morning hold school, and open the box. After busines | 
was ended, all the " children (about fifty) rose up, and§ 
put their halfpence and pence therein. Our correspon. 
dent adds, ** This was the more gratifying, as I never 
hinted at any thing of the kind ; and I find that it being 
the custom for parents to give their children money to § 
purchase pins at that season, the children agreed among 
themselves to put their pin-money into the Sunday 
School box. The amount received from the box wa 
£3 15s, including £1 2s 9d, a donation from the Rector 
of the parish, The Committee have also the pleasure 
of acknowledging the receipt of contributions from the 
Drumgaw and Dunlecney Sunday Schools. ee 

On the 23d of last month, the Annual Charity Sermoa | 
was preached in St. Anne’s Church, by the Rev. Robert 7 
Daly, to whom your Society is much indebted for hav- 7 
ing so kindly undertaken to plead your cause, and for 
the zeal and ability with which his discourse unfolded 
the peculiar advantages of Sunday School instruction, 
and enforced the value and importance of the Christian 
Sabbath to a numerous, respectable, and attentive con- 
gregation. The amountof the collection, including do 
nations, was £231 18s iQd. 


[The receipts of the Society amounted, during the} 
year, to £2,579 14s 114d.] 


Your Committee have the gratification of reporting, 
that the past year has been prosperous, not only in in- 
creased funds for the purposes of your Society, but also 
its sphere of usefulness has, within that period, been § 
considerably enlarged. The number of those friends § 
Who co-operate with you in the ceuntry has much in-§ 
creased; and, instead of 350 Schools, containing 38,598 
children, which were connected with the wer De . 
April, 1816, the number of Schools assisted by the $ 
ciety is now 43 , containing by the last returns 51, 410 
children: the increase, therefore, during the last year, 
has been 89 sehools, and 12,812 children. 

The following statement will enable the public to form 
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m ust idea of the mefease of the number oi schools ¢oii- 
nected with your Society, in each year since its esta- 


blishment : 
In 1810, grants were made to 2 Schools. 


In 1811, to 42 5 choel which had not before applied 
In 1812-13, to do do do do 
Io 1913-1 , to 54 do do do do 
In 1814-15, to 77 do do do do 
In 1815-16, to 93 do do do do 
In 1816-17, to 89 do do do do 


making ihe tolu: vefore stated of 439 Schools, contain- 
ing 51,410 children. 

Your Committee would warmly congratulate the So- 
ciety on the lfghly honourable post of usefulness and 
poy vularity whit h, through the biessing of Providence, 
ithas attained. Eac ‘ year has witnessed an accession 
to its strength, and a large increase to the number of its 
schools, and m«re convincing proois of the friendship 
and liberality of the public. During the last year they 


have remarked, with pleasure, that the higher classes of 


society have come forward w ith the kindest and strong- 
est testimony of their approbation of the cause in which 
you areembarked ; and that, not in a solitary instance, 
or in a partial district, the feeling has pervaded many 
parts of the country. 
Your Society (forined in its commencement of a few 
individuals, who, not possessing any extensive influ- 
ence, were quite unable to insure that co-operation 
which your cause has met with in the country) has ne- 
ver sought to establish schools of itself: it has merely 
proposed to assist, with granis of books, those whose 
benevolent dispositions might induce them to give in- 
struction to the poor; yet schools have been numerous- 
ly established through most parts of Ireland. And 
shall not your Committce feel the warmest gratitude 
for the past, to Hisa who is ihe Author of all good? 
shall they not rejoice in the present? shall they not 
look forward to the future with the most lively hopes? 
The children of these schools are not taken from their 
parents or their families; the lessons of the Sunday are 
i Many instances carried home ; and in after life many 
M 4 
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lappy families may for ever bless oae of these Sunday | 
Schools, for the inestimable blessing of pious parents 
training up their children in the nurture and admoni- § 
tion of the Lord. : FP | 

The instruction of many of these children is of no 
common stamp; it is not confined to a mere mechanics 
ul system; it is not limited toa mere attempt at en. 
lightening the understanding ; but it often consists of 
the blessed principles of Christian truth, directed to 
the heart of the child, by the glowing warmth of a pi- 
ous teacher, softened and endeared by the tenderness o/ 
love almost paternal. And may not your Committee 
expect that a work so fraught with blessings, political, § 
social, and religious, shall meet the approbation, and 
receive the patronage, of those who love their country, 
of those who wish the happiness of mankind, and oj 
those whose hearts glow with love to God? By what 
more powerful means can they hope to train up an en- 
lightened and orderly peasantry ? by what means can 
human misery be more alleviated, and domestic com- 
fort better provided for the poor, than by teach- 
ing their children habits of order and decency, and 
training them to transmit the same habits to their de- 
scendants? And finally, by what means shal] true 
religion be more effectually promoted, than by instruc- 
tions where the reception of Divine Truth is associated 
with disinterested kindness and affection in the teacl- 
er, and when the child returns home to gratify his pa 
rents and his family, by detailing the progress which lie 
has made, and by informing them of the lessons which 
he has learned ?—Your Committee will not, therefore, 
be considered too sanguine, when they anticipate a cot- 
tinuation and increase of public favour and patronage 
to the cause of your Society; and, grateful for that 
blessing from on high, which has hitherto prospered 
their exertions, they would humbly and confidently 
commit their cause to His protection, who is able to do 
for it exceeding abundantly above all which they cap 
a2 or think. 
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** Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways.”— Haggai i. 7. 

“ And it shall come to pase in that day .... # will pour upon the house of 
David acd upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and 
supplication.” Zech. xii. 9, 10. 
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APPENDIX, N°. 7. 
FORM OF A CLASS BOOK. 
‘ JANUARY 1. 
~ Sth Class, 1815. ) 
m.' a r 8 d t b 
Adam, Charles. .....+++: v | ° }1.2 v | / 
a» 7 
ao 
 eeeeeee bd 1 
Band, James.... J \* wv 
a> {5 
Ny Clark, Thomas......+++. Xlav a 12,3) f/f | JS 
~~“ b 
Lys Dunce, David .....+646 xX (|? $1 of 
WU - 
~& | Exton, John ...002+-0+05 (é- 1 J 
© Flint, Benjamin ...+-... X| Fv J 11,21 Sf] - 
Gentle, Georgce........+. Xi - {1,2,3) . 1 Jf 


























In order to explain the above table, the following are the abbreviations 


< used, which are just given as a specimen : 
a Atlendanee. s Spelling. 
. b Behaviour. t Text and Sermon. 
x c Catechism. A further mark w Weekly subject. 
‘ S J or figure wil! designale what o/ Stands for a ticket, or mark o/ 
Catechism. approbation. 
da Divine Songs. . Means that a ticket is to be for- 
NI h Hymns. Seited, or is a mark of disap- 
~*~ p Prayers. probation. 


r Reading. 

This book is made of a convenient size for the pocket. The lines are 
ruled on both sides, and two open pages will in general be found sufficient 
for one month, and in several classes much longer. 

Two or three of the first pages in this book are appropriated for the 
names and residences of the children and parents ; this is very convenient 
when visiting them. When tickets are given, an account of the number duc 
to each child may be kept in thes book. 
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